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Marshall students volunteer to help homeless
By SAMUEL SPECIALE

THE PARTHENON
A group of Marshall University students volunteer
each Sunday to provide a
meal for the homeless at the
Huntington City Mission.
“We come to the City Mission to serve a meal because
a third meal isn’t provided
for the people staying there,”
David Burner, a senior
graphic design major, said.
The volunteers, who are all
members of Christ Community Church in Huntington,

serve sandwiches and snacks
to families who stay at the
City Mission.
“Our church gets food
from the Huntington Food
Bank and people from the
church will donate money
so we can buy whatever else
we need to make the sandwiches,” Burner said.
Lindsay Emmite, a senior
print making major, said once
the sandwiches are served
and everyone has eaten, most
people stay and talk.
“Knowing that they have

a meal means a lot to the
people staying at the City
Mission, but most people
come for the fellowship,
which means even more to
them,” Emmite said.
Burner said getting to know
the people they serve meals to
is vital to making a connection.
“We sleepwalk through our
lives and the homeless are
often overlooked. The city of
Huntington has one of the
largest homeless populations. Once you get to know
these people, you see that they

aren’t any different. They’re
no longer just another face on
the street, but a person with a
story,” Burner said.
Joe Hart, a Marshall medical student, said that forming
friendships with the people at
the City Mission has changed
his outlook on homelessness.
“You have to take active
measure to ignore these
people and their needs once
you form friendships with
them,” Hart said.
Emmite
said
helping
the homeless has made an

impact in her life.
“As we get closer to the
people we serve, we find that
they actually make as much
of an impact in our life as we
do in theirs,” Emmite said.
“They will tell us stories
or pray for us and it really
touches me each week.”
Tyson Lipscomb, a Marshall graduate, said it is
important to help the poor.
“Everything we have is a
blessing from God and for
us not to bless others in need
is a disservice because the

Honors
Romney pledges to be ‘back a
College to lot’ to crucial swing state Ohio
have open
house
By MITCHELL LANDSBERG

By SUZANN AL-QAWASMI

THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University Honors College will have an open
house for freshmen honors students on Thursday from 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m. in Old Main.
Susan Gilpin, associate dean
of the Honors College, said she
hopes this event will help freshmen associate names with faces
and become more familiar with
the environment, so they can
take advantage of all that the
Honors College has to offer
them.
“We want to introduce the
students to who we are, where
we are, what we do, and what
facilities are available to them,”
Gilpin said.
The Honors College Student
Association will be running the
event. Adam Shaver, president
of HCSA, said their goal is to
introduce the students to the
facility and enable students to
interact with some of the older
members of the college.
“Since some first year students are not taking their
honors first year seminar this
semester, they may not have
had the opportunity to come
and get involved in the Honors
College yet,” Shaver said. “This
is just a way to open the doors
to them so that later they will
feel more comfortable about
taking part within the college.”
The Honors College usually has its open house during
the Week of Welcome. Shaver
said the decision to have the
open house after the semester started was made by the
HCSA and faculty members
within the Honors College.
Shaver said there were many
factors that contributed to the
decision.
“One of the reasons why we
are having the open house separate from the Week of Welcome
activities is because we wanted
to give students some time to
establish themselves on campus and get to know the school
a little better before introducing
them to the Honors College,”
Shaver said. “That way they
will not feel as overwhelmed
having everything thrown at
them at once.”

See OPEN HOUSE | Page 5

LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
MANSFIELD, Ohio — Mitt Romney touched down in Ohio on
Monday just long enough to fire up a
crowd with a full-throated attack on
President
Barack Obama’s economic policies and then promised to return.
“We’ll be back a lot to Ohio,” he
assured one woman after his speech
at a machine tool plant in Ohio’s Republican heartland. Polls show
Obama leading in Ohio, a key battleground state in the November election.
Romney delivered his standard
stump speech to a crowd estimated
at about 1,200 people, beginning
with a parsing of the Pledge of
Allegiance that allows him to contrast his vision with that of Obama’s
on issues that include the deficit,
military spending and the place of
God in American life.
Cataloging the weak state of the
economy under Obama, he mentioned that 46 million people are
receiving food stamps. “That’s a
record, and not a good record,” he
said, prompting a man in the crowd
to yell, “It’s not Bush’s fault!”
Democrats have stressed that Obama
inherited an economic disaster from
President George W. Bush, whose name
is not often heard at Romney events.
After the speech, Romney went outside to greet an overflow crowd that
had not made it inside the cavernous
warehouse where the event was held.
Clambering up on a picnic table, he
spoke briefly, saying, “I think I can count
on Ohio to win this thing, don’t you
think?” The crowd yelled back, “Yes!”

gospel calls us to help the
poor,” Lipscomb said.
Hart said that he encourages people to give back to
their communities.
“We could always use more
help, but we encourage everyone to look for ways to serve
our community,” Hart said.
The group meets at Christ
Community Church in Huntington at 4:30 p.m. every
Sunday.
Samuel Speciale can be
contacted at special@marshall.edu.

Course
offering
unique
education
By BISHOP NASH

He went on to remind voters, as he
has frequently, that in 2008, Obama
promised “to slow the rise of the
oceans and … heal the planet.”
“Well, I’m here to heal the American people, to help the American
people, to help them to get good
jobs,” Romney said, to loud cheers.
“I want to help more people to
fulfill their dreams and build great
enterprises and put people to work.
And I want to heal our economy, get
it stronger. I’m not looking to heal

the planet. It’s an important job, I
know, but I’m here to make sure that
people have good jobs and good prospects and that you’re confident that
your kids have a brighter future.”
Romney landed at Mansfield
Rahm Air National Guard base, the
same base where Obama’s arrival
last month created a stir. Obama
has proposed eliminating the C-27J
transport plane program, and there
is fear in Ohio that it could lead to
the closure of the air base.

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University is offering students a unique
educational
opportunity
this semester with the Rape
Aggression Defense Systems program. The course
is a one-hour credit and
instructs students of both
strategies to avoid confrontation and the physical
tactics to fight off an attack.
“It’s a program of realistic
tactics and techniques that
can be used if someone is
faced with an attack or sexual
assault to defend themselves,”
Sgt. Scott Ballou, an officer
with the Marshall Universty
Police Department, said.
The program has been at
Marshall since 1998 and Ballou currently instructs the
course, turning inexperienced
students into well-versed defenders of their bodies.
“When I registered for the
course, I pondered at what the
class would really consists
of,” Wittlee Retton, junior
public communication major
from Fairmont, W.Va, said. “I
thought maybe I would learn
a kick or two, and the proper
way to punch.”

See COURSE | Page 5

Community colleges focus on end game: Students receiving diplomas
By Jenna Ross

STAR TRIBUNE (MINNEAPOLIS) (MCT)
MINNEAPOLIS — Students
stepping onto Century College’s
campus are greeted by a sign:
“Welcome to the 2012-2013 academic year!” Below the message
is a man in a graduation cap.
From the start, community
colleges are emphasizing the
end, trying to improve stubborn
transfer and graduation rates as
national pressure grows.
The challenge is sizable: Fewer
than half of students who enter a
community college earn a degree
or transfer to a four-year school,
or they are still enrolled six years
later, according to a recent report
by the American Association of
Community Colleges.

Colleges now begin their efforts
the moment students arrive. In
some cases, even earlier. Alexandria Technical and Community
College interviews students about
their goals before they enroll. Inver
Hills Community College groups
first-year students into “learning
communities.” Itasca Community
College takes the full first day to
orient students, inviting them to
“Let’s Chat” sessions and a picnic.
This fall, Century College in
White Bear Lake is requiring
students who tested into developmental reading — all 1,450 of them
— to take a three-credit course
called “New Student Seminar.”
“For a long time, community
colleges’ mission was opening up access,” said Melinda

Mechur Karp, senior research
associate at the Community
College Research Center. But in
recent years, “there’s increasing
recognition that isn’t enough.
It’s not enough to say, ‘Come on
in,’ if we can’t get you through.”
Aug. 28 was the first day of college
for most of Cathy Crea’s “New Student” class at Century. They spent
the first half-hour learning about
what they have in common — and
what makes them different. “I’m a
carnie at the State Fair,” one woman
said. “I own my own business,” said
another. Later: “I have a kid.”
The college hopes that students
will find within these small classes
a sense of community and responsibility to one another, as well as
study skills and career planning.

INSIDE > NEWS, 2 |SPORTS, 3 |OPINION, 4 |LIFE!, 6 HI 80° LO 52°
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JOEL KOYAMA/MINNEAPOLIS STAR TRIBUNE/MCT

Cathy Crea teaches the New Student Seminar
at Century College in White Bear, Minnesota.
Community colleges are trying, from the get-go, to
get their students to graduate, as part of an effort to
change poor completion rates.
page designed and edited by SHANE ARRINGTON
arrington16@marshall.edu
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Dress for Success sponsors wine tasting, auction
By TYRELL CARLTON

THE PARTHENON
Dress For Success River Cities hosted its
third annual wine tasting at Savannah’s, a local restaurant, on Friday.
Known as the Among Friends Wine Tasting,
many donors and businesses were in attendance to celebrate the accomplishments the
organization has done thus far, and to offer
financial support for the organization.
“The event is wonderful,” Melissa Veltri,
Board of Directors of Dress for Success,
River Cities, said. “I’m so pleased with the
support for the event.”
Various businesses such as Wal-Mart,
La Fountain’s, Sadd’s and Kroger provided
donations in the form of wine bottles to
support the fundraiser. Veltri said the wine
tasting is one of the biggest fundraisers they
have this year, and the money generated by
the fundraiser goes towards operating costs
for Dress for Success.

MU All-American
to discuss career
opportunities

Robin Knight, PR and Communication
representative for Dress for success said the
organization was founded with the purpose
of providing disadvantaged women to get
back into the work force.
“We provide a suit for a job interview on
their initial visit, and once they get the job,
we provide them with five days worth of
work clothes.” Knight said.
All the clothes are donated from various
sources. The organization also helps with
interviewing skills, resume building, and
employment retention programs through
the Professional Women’s Group.
“I really wish that it [Dress for Success] was
around when I was in college,” Knight said.
Auction items on display include jewelry
from Lia Sophia, a diamond necklace worth
$1,200, a Myrtle Beach condominium weeklong vacation and a handbag donated by
fashion designer Oscar De La Renta, valued
at $2,800. There also addition auction items

such as a wheelbarrow full of wine and tickets to an invite-only fashion show.
The event was catered and sponsored by
Savannah’s restaurant, with appetizers and
wine tasting available to all patrons.
“It was very good turn out today,” said
Sara Fuller, Board of Director’s co-chair. “It
was very good turnout for a great cause to
support. We have been planning this event
since January.”
“It was wonderful and very nice to help
encourage women to take a scary step into
the workforce, and to help support them,”
Stephanie Hoover, a fundraiser attendee said.
“It was very private, intimate affair, and
the community has embraced us so well,”
Knight said.
The organization does a total of four large
fundraisers per year, including the wine
tasting.
Tyrell Carlton can be reached at carlton5@marshall.edu.

TYRELL CARLTON | THE PARTHENON

Dress for Success River Cities sponsored a wine
tasting event Friday to gain financial assistance for
the organization.

EDUCATORS ON STRIKE

By MARCUS CONSTANTINO

THE PARTHENON
A representative from CSX
Transportation, a leader in
the transportation industry, is coming to Marshall
University on Thursday to
connect students with career
opportunities.
Jermaine Swafford, Marshall alum and all-American
linebacker for the Thundering
Herd football team from 19921996, will speak to students
Thursday at 8 p.m. in room
BE5 of the Memorial Student
Center about management
opportunities with CSX.
Debby Stoler, assistant director of development and
outreach at the Marshall
Career Services Center, said
students from all majors are
encouraged to attend.
“These are jobs for college
grads,” Stoler said. “These
are jobs that require bachelor’s degrees. They have
several different areas of
management at CSX and
they have several different
training programs depending
on the area. They of course
have transportation, which
could be a variety of majors.”
Stoler said Swafford has
an education degree, and
has worked his way up to a
management position with
CSX. He will be inducted
in the 2012 class of the Marshall Athletics Hall of Fame
Friday at 7 p.m. in the Don
Morris Room of the Memorial Student Center.
Stoler said Swafford and
another CSX representative, who will be joining in
via video conference, will be
available for questions after
the information session.
Marcus Constantino can
be contacted at constantino2@marshall.edu.

Service
slated for
family of
student
By MARCUS CONSTANTINO

With negotiations being watched
carefully on a national basis, the
soured relationship may have led
union leadership to strike as a way
to take a stand against Emanuel’s
tactics. Sending Emanuel into negotiations to broker a last-minute deal
wasn’t an option because there was
so much bad blood between him and
Chicago Teachers Union President
Karen Lewis, several sources said.
Instead,
the
administration
dispatched Board of Education President David Vitale to sit in on talks in
the waning days. Vitale helped negotiate teacher contracts in 2003 and
2007, and the union took his hands-on
involvement as a sign the district was
serious about sealing a deal.
Meanwhile, only a handful of
parents showed up at Eli Whitney
Elementary School in the Little Village neighborhood to pick up their

THE PARTHENON
A memorial event is
planned in support of a
Marshall University student
whose parents and younger
sister were murdered last
week at their Doddridge
County home.
The Marshall University
Office of Fraternity and Sorority Life, along with the
Student Government Association, are sponsoring a
luminary and memorial service for Marshall University
student Elisabeth Spencer’s
family today at 8 p.m. on
Buskirk Field.
Spencer’s father, 49-yearold Fredrick Spencer III; her
mother, 47-year-old Dixie
Spencer; and her younger
sister, 9-year-old Patience
Spencer, were shot to death
in their home near West
Union, W.Va., on Sept. 3.
Elisabeth’s brother, 16-yearold Joseph Spencer, has been
charged with three counts of
first-degree murders in their
deaths.
Student body president
Ray Harrell, Jr., said he and
Bethany Burdette, a representative for Marshall
Fraternity
and
Sorority
Life, will speak at the ceremony. He said all Marshall
students, both Greek and
non-Greek, are welcome to
attend.
Harrell said 400 red balloons will be released after
the ceremony. Red was Patience’s favorite color. She
would have turned 10 years
old this week.
Harrell said Elisabeth, a

See STRIKE| Page 5

See SERVICE| Page 5

MCT DIRECT

Teachers with the Chicago Teachers Union picket outside of the Walt Disney Magnet School in Chicago on Monday. Disney is one of 144 CPS
contingency plan schools that is open for displaced students.

Chicago mayor says situation could have been avoided
By KRISTEN MACK, ELLEN HIRST and
DAHLEEN GLANTON

CHICAGO TRIBUNE VIA MCT
CHICAGO — Mayor Rahm Emanuel sought to frame the Chicago
Teachers Union strike Monday as one
that could have been avoided.
As he did Sunday night after the
union announced the walkout, Emanuel characterized the move as “a
strike of choice. And it’s the wrong
choice for our children.”
The mayor made his comments
at Maranatha Church, one of the
59 faith-based organizations serving as a “Safe Haven” for students.
While he praised faith leaders and
parents for stepping in to fill the gap,
Emanuel said “the safest place and
the right place for children is in the
classroom.”
The strike, the first in 25 years,
already has made national headlines. Emanuel said he knows there
may be some focus on the national

implications of a teacher work stoppage, but he won’t let it distract his
attention from the students and striking a deal.
“I’ve got enough challenges. I
wasn’t looking for another challenge,” Emanuel said.
Emanuel once again argued that
negotiations hinge on two remaining
issues: a new teacher evaluation system and principals’ ability to get rid
of teachers. Chicago Teachers Union
officials said there are more remaining issues than that, although they
conceded the strike is not primarily
about money.
The strike on Emanuel’s watch
cuts against the narrative the mayor
is trying to craft as a leader who is a
problem solver moving the city forward. Emanuel’s aggressive posture
in pushing for a longer school day and
year, while also cutting the pay raise
teachers were supposed to get last
year, galvanized the union.

U.S. to commemorate 11th anniversary of 9/11
By MICHAEL MUSKAL

LOS ANGELES TIMES VIA MCT
The nation on Tuesday will
commemorate the 11th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001,
terrorist attacks, but this year’s
ceremonies will be different
— at least at the main commemoration site in Manhattan. There,
politicians will be voiceless.
About 3,000 people died in
the coordinated hijackings by
Islamic terrorists, and the nation has traditionally marked
the anniversary with speeches
and commemorations at all
three sites and elsewhere. In
that, this year’s ceremonies
will be true to form.

At 8:46 a.m. EDT, bells will
toll in a moment of silence
to observe the time at which
American Airlines Flight 11
struck the north tower of the
World Trade Center, and the
names of the fallen will then
be solemnly intoned. There
will also be moments of silence to mark the exact times
at which United Airlines
Flight 175 struck the south
tower, American Airlines
Flight 77 struck the Pentagon
and United Airlines Flight 93
crashed near Shanksville, Pa.
But this year will be unusual
too. What will be missing
are the voices of politicians

speaking and often reciting
patriotic speeches such as the
Gettysburg Address, poetry
and religious psalms.
In July, the National September 11 Memorial and Museum
— led by New York City Mayor
Michael Bloomberg as chairman of the foundation board
— announced that in this presidential election year, politicians
may still attend but the only
recitation would be the victims’
names. “You always want to
change,” Bloomberg said in a
radio interview in July, “ … and
I think it’ll be very moving.”
The decision came amid
the continuing dispute among

Bloomberg, New York Gov.
Andrew Cuomo and New
Jersey Gov. Chris Christie
over how to pay for the site’s
proposed museum and its operating expenses. Cuomo and
Christie control the Port Authority of New York and New
Jersey, which owns the World
Trade Center site. Bloomberg’s foundation controls
the museum and oversees
commemorations.
Most of the eight-acre memorial quadrangle officially
opened last year as part of the
commemoration of the 10th
anniversary of the attacks.
Since then, about 4.5 million

page designed and edited by JOHN GIBB | gibb@marshall.edu

people have visited the memorial and the twin reflecting
pools marking the sites of the
original towers.
Even amid the disputes, construction has continued on the
new World Trade Center’s 16acre site in Lower Manhattan,
and two of the new skyscrapers planned there are nearing
completion.
The first office building
to open will be the 72-story
4 World Trade Center at the
southeast corner of the site.
It has reached its full height
of 977 feet and is scheduled to
open in October 2013.
One World Trade Center,

formerly known as the Freedom Tower, will open in 2014 on
the northwest corner of the site.
That building, at 104 stories, will
reach 1,776 feet with its spire.
Nearby is 3 World Trade
Center, an eight-story building
scheduled to grow to 80 stories
when finished in 2015 or 2016.
Meanwhile, President Barack
Obama has issued his official
proclamation in connection
with the commemoration, also
known as Patriot Day and the
National Day of Service. Flags
will displayed at half-staff and
the president urged volunteer
community service in honor
of those who died.
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Thundering Herd receivers
clicking on all cylinders

2012 Herd football schedule

By JEREMY JOHNSON

SPORTS EDITOR
Marshall University’s wide receiving
core is one of the deepest positions in
Head Coach Doc Holliday’s arsenal.
The talented unit ranges from freshmen to seniors, and wide receivers
coach Gerad Parker has everyone prepared when they step onto the field.
Senior wide receiver Antavious Wilson
said the Herd receivers are equipped
and ready to contribute on the field.
“Whenever myself, Aaron (Dobson) or
(Andre) Snipes-Booker get tired, we can
just throw in one of the younger guys and
the offense won’t skip a beat,” Wilson said.
After two games in the 2011 Marshall
football season; the Herd had six receivers catch a ball for a combined 28
receptions. Fast-forward to this season.
After two games, nine receivers have a
catch for a combined 53 receptions.
“A lot of people touch the ball, young
guys, older guys, we have a good mix,”
said senior wide receiver and captain
Aaron Dobson.
Marshall’s quarterback Rakeem Cato
has several options at his disposal. Cato
said it helps make his job easier having
numerous receiving targets.
“It feels great,” Cato said. “Coach
Parker does a great job of teaching
the guys the playbook, the system and
preparing those guys for when their
number is called. When teams come in,
they cannot just key in on Dobson. They
have to play an honest defense.”
Receiving is often associated with recording catches, yards and touchdowns.
The position includes more than that.
An often-overlooked aspect of receivers

PHOTOS BY MARCUS CONSTANTINO | THE PARTHENON

Result: (Loss) 69-34

Result: (Win) 52-24

Who: West Virginia Mountaineers

Who: Western Carolina Catamounts

Where: Morgantown

Where: Huntington

When: Sept. 15

When: Sept. 22

Who: Ohio Bobcats

Who: Rice Owls

Where: Huntington

Where: Houston

When: Sept. 29

When: Oct. 6

Who: Purdue Boilermakers

Who: Tulsa Golden Hurricane

Where: West Lafayette, Ind.

Where: Huntington

When: Oct. 20

When: Oct. 27

Who: Southern Miss Golden Eagles

Who: UCF Knights

Where: Hattiesburg, Miss.

Where: Huntington

When: Nov. 3

When: Nov. 10

Who: Memphis Tigers

Who: UAB Blazers

Where: Huntington

Where: Birmingham, Ala.

When: Nov. 17

When: Nov. 23

Who: Houston Cougars

Who: East Carolina Pirates

Where: Huntington

Where: Greenville, N.C.

ABOVE: Andre Snipes-Booker catches a pass Saturday against Western Carolina.
BELOW: Aaron Dobson stares down the defender after catching a touchdown in the second
quarter of Saturday’s game.
is blocking. Whether it be springing a
running back for a big run or another
receiver on a screen pass, blocking
down the field can change a 2-yard gain
into a 10-yard gain. Dobson said the
Herd receivers work hard each week on
blocking.
“Coach Parker is great when it comes
to blocking,” Dobson said. “If you don’t
block, you are not going to play. We definitely take pride in that. He (Parker)
always stresses to us about blocking.
That is how our receiving core is, we
take pride in blocking.”

The wide receivers unit is executing
on all levels and Wilson said the offense
as a whole is firing on all cylinders.
“The offense is playing pretty good,”
Wilson said. “I don’t think anyone can
stop us.”
Wilson is confident in his receiving
core, his quarterback and the Thundering Herd offense. Marshall receivers will
face former Mid American Conference
rivals, the Ohio Bobcats on Saturday inside Joan C. Edwards Stadium.
Jeremy Johnson can be contacted at
johnson783@marshall.edu.

Doc Holliday talks Thundering Herd attendance

Head Coach Doc Holliday

Thundering Herd Students,
I want to commend all
of you on your tremendous
participation at our opening football game versus
Western Carolina on Saturday night. Your attendance
was remarkably noticeable,
making the atmosphere at
“The Joan” one of the best
since I have been here at
Marshall.
Student participation at
our home games is critical
to our team’s success. My
staff and I, along with the
entire team, strongly feed

off your energy during the
game. Saturday night was
absolutely electric, and
the enhanced atmosphere
was reflected in the result
of the game. All of you
were truly the “12th Man”
on Saturday night and our
football program is greatly
appreciative.
Coming up on Saturday, at
6:30p.m., our football team
has a very important game
against the Ohio Bobcats at
Edwards’s stadium. It is our
expectation that all of you
will come out Saturday and

be engaged in the game.
I guarantee that our team
will be prepared and play
as hard as a college football team can play. This is
a crucial game in the early
portion of our season.   We
expect a wonderful and
excited crowd, and your involvement is vital to a home
field advantage.
Tickets may be picked
up at the Cam Henderson
Center athletic ticket office during the week from
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Tickets are
FREE to students with a

page designed and edited by JEREMY JOHNSON | johnson783@marshall.edu

valid MU ID.
Once again, your support
is greatly appreciated and
we cannot compete without it. Have a great week of
classes and we will see you
Saturday night. GO HERD!
Your Football Coach,
Doc Holliday
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n Yes
n No
n Undecided

TYLER KES

The following are the results from the most recent poll
question: Do you plan to upgrade to the iPhone 5 after its
release on Sept. 15?
n Yes
n No
n Undecided

13% - 3 votes
78% - 18 votes
9% - 2 votes

Visit marshallparthenon.com to share your opinion.
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

Do you think that the Republican
and Democratic National
Conventions are a waste of
money?

PHOTO EDITOR

CONTACT US

Column

ONLINE POLLS

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

Column

Set aside the
hatred and
recall those
who have fallen

EDITORIAL

U.S. remains united 11
years after 9/11 attacks

It is difficult to remember many
things that happened as long as 11 years
ago. For most of us, as college students,
11 years accounts for the better part
of our lifetimes. Despite how green we
may have been 11 years ago, we were
very much aware that our nation had
fallen under attack that fateful morning, Sept. 11, 2001. And even through the
passing of years, we can each recall, as
if it were yesterday, who we were with,
what we were doing and where we were
when we first heard the news.
The Sept. 11 tragedy is very relevant
to our generation. It was the event that
stole our innocence. That day, we saw
America fall from grace. Fear, anger and

sadness swept the nation as news of
the event spread like wildfire. But just
as sudden as the attack against us, was
the positive uprising of our country and
its people. Filing into churches, flying
flags, clinging to loved ones, Americans
united to take a stand for their patriotism. Approval ratings soured as our
leaders took immediate action to assist
victims and families of the fallen and
laid the groundwork to reclaim justice
for our nation. America had certainly
been wounded, but, in its unrelenting
strength, looked toward a more perfect
future.
Today, 11 years later, our reality is
far from perfect, but we have certainly

seen progress. The growth that we have
made as a nation is reflected in the rebuilding of the World Trade Center. The
site formerly known as Ground Zero is
approaching its former glory as a center for world trade with the completion
of the One World Trade Center and
the rapid development of neighboring
towers. Alongside the skyscrapers sits
an eight-acre memorial. Even in our
foward-moving, the tragedies of Sept.
11 still hold incomparable significance
for the American people and the world.
On this anniversary, we ban together to
honor those whose lives were lost and
rejoice in the resilience of our people
and our home place. United we stand.

SHANE ARRINGTON

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
There are children walking, talking among us who may
never understand what it is like to live in a world in which
our nation is not at war.
Twelve years ago today many of us watched in terror
as smoke and flames came from the Twin Towers. Almost 3,000 men, women and children lost their lives that
day and more than 5,000 U.S. service members have been
killed in the War on Terror declared following the attacks.
Over a decade later it can be easy to forget the pain,
sadness and hatred that dominated hearts and minds for
years after 9/11. Hearts grew cold to those from foreign
lands, once open minds were sealed shut and even our
government created and passed laws taking away freedoms out of fear and misunderstanding. We, as a nation,
have in many ways moved on from these initial feelings
and a sense of balance has come back to our country, but
it is not now, nor will be in our lifetimes, the way it was
before.
Today is especially important to me, and the other veterans on campus and in the community. The feelings of
patriotism and pride in the military that immediately followed the attacks have been gone for some time. I still get
thanked for my service sometimes, but there are just as
many out there who call us baby killers, pawns and a variety of other derogatory names. Our country’s debt is out
of control after funding multiple wars, our government
has been caught spying on us and it is easier to hate those
you see as involved than it is to try and understand.
I have not gone to war, but I have seen its effects. I have
held the hand of a friend at 3 a.m. as he was in the middle
of reliving a skirmish in Iraq that ended in a fellow soldier
dying in his arms.
I also deal with the media attacking me and my fellow
service members and veterans. While not as personal, it
is still frustrating when they spew their lies and hate. One
of my favorites is how badly we supposedly treat those
detained in Guantanamo Bay. Well I spent over a year of
my life there and have seen with my own eyes that in many
ways the detainees are treated better than those standing
guard. They are treated well, eat well and have more activities to occupy their time than I did. So those who hate
the military based on the lies fed to you by the media – you
can stop that right now.
Today is not a day of hate. You can be dissatisfied with
the way our government has handled the wars, the debt
and anything else. But to hate those that only do their job
to ensure you have the freedom to hate them is just plain
wrong. Today is a day of remembering the firefighters, police officers, military and civilians that perished Sept. 11,
2001 and after. So at the very least, set aside your hate for
one day and honor the dead.
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It only takes 140 characters

BY RANDI REEDER

IOWA STATE U. VIA UWIRE
Have you noticed how news
outlets now include tweets
as part of the news? Many
newscasts now talk about celebrity Twitter accounts and
any tweet that is outrageous
enough to comment on. It
seems as if a person can’t get
through a single news report
on the TV or read an article
in the paper without hearing
about a recent tweet from
“so-and-so.”
Honestly — who cares?
Or better yet — why should
I care?
Twitter, like Facebook is a
great communication tool if
used properly.
But when mishandled,
things can go terribly wrong.
Some examples of outof-line tweets can be seen
with the recent London
Olympics. With more than
150 million tweets about
the Olympics posted during
the 16 days of the London
Games, Twitter was declared the winner in what
some are calling the “Social Olympics.” There were
about 80,000 Olympic tweets
per minute published after Usain Bolt won the gold
medal in the 200-meter

final, according to information given by Twitter in an
article for the Australian
paper The Age.
The tweets started out with
Greek triple jumper Voula
Papachristou, who tweeted
a racist comment mocking
African immigrants on her
personal Twitter account.
Papachristou was expelled
from Greece’s Olympic team
for saying: “With so many
Africans in Greece, at least
the West Nile mosquitoes
will be eating food from their
own home.”
Swiss soccer team player
Michel Morganella was
the second athlete after
Papachristou to be kicked
out of the 2012 Olympic
Games after posting a racist and threatening tweet
saying South Korea’s athletes were “retards” and
should “burn themselves”
shortly after Switzerland’s
2-1 loss to South Korea.
When the French and textspeak tweet is translated
into English, Morganella
tweeted something along
the lines of: “I want to
beat up all South Koreans.
Bunch of mentally handicapped retards.”
Because of their need to
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blow off steam or show their
racist colors to the rest of
the world — it cost them
big time. Plus — from now
on, whenever their name is
brought up they are forever
tied to “that tweet”
These types of postings have been happening
on Twitter for quite some
time and have been making headline news along
with negatively affecting
those who use the social media tool in the wrong way.
Back in 2010, Aussie swimmer Stephanie Rice tweeted
“suck that faggots” after
Australia beat South Africa
at rugby. In recent times,
she has been under fire for
posting a “racy” picture of
herself wearing a two-piece
swimsuit that left little to the
imagination.
During the 2008 Beijing
Olympics, Twitter did not
have as big of a role as it did
in this year’s London Olympics. “There were more
tweets in a single day than
during the entire 2008 Beijing
Games,” Twitter reps wrote
in a blog post.
My favorite part about the
aftermath of these rash and
senseless tweets is the “I’m
sorry” tweet afterward. All

three athletes above tweeted
their apologies, with Rice
even having a tearful news
conference,
apologizing
to the public. Well, if you
weren’t careless with your
actions, you wouldn’t have
anything to pretend to be
sorry for. They are not sorry
for what they said; they are
sorry they got slammed for
the tweet.
As always, the few ruin
it for the rest of us, giving
Twitter an image which teeter-totters back and forth
between good and bad.
The solution to the trouble the Olympic athletes got
themselves into is to be more
discrete, and it applies to the
rest of us, too. Take an extra
two seconds of your time to
think twice about your next
post. And if you decide that
your mother would be disappointed in you if she saw it,
give her the benefit of common sense and don’t make
the post.
Maybe the solution is as
simple as a short quote from
the TV show “The Office”:
“Whenever I’m about to do
something, I think, ‘Would
an idiot do that?’ And if
they would, I do not do that
thing.”
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Investigators recall what happened In Facebook court
cases, high tech and
on 9/11 at Flight 93 crash site
free speech collide
By AMY WORDEN

THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER (MCT)
SHANKSVILLE, Pa. — FBI
Special Agent John Larsen
spent most of the two weeks
after 9/11 on his knees in
an old coal field, wearing a
hazmat suit, rooting through
the pulverized remains of
United Flight 93.
Larsen, who spoke at a
panel discussion at the Flight
93 National Memorial on
Sunday, remembers arriving
from Chicago just after Sept.
11, 2001, looking down from
the hillside above the crash
site into a blackened crater
and saying, “Where’s the
plane?”
Working around the clock,
Larsen and hundreds of
other investigators braved
sharp-edged aircraft debris and pools of fuel oil
and other toxic materials
in their effort to determine
who and what brought down

the Boeing 757.
Their efforts yielded tons
of material: the critical data
and voice recorders that established the chronology
of bone-chilling events on
the plane, and some human
remains that brought a measure of solace to families of
the 40 passengers and crew
who lost their lives.
Buried in the silt, 300 yards
away, was a key piece of
evidence that helped tie the
crash to the larger 9/11 terrorist plot: one of the metal
shanks used to hijack the
plane, along with the burned
remnants of a passport
clearly picturing one of the
hijackers.
Larsen,
now
retired,
joined two other top investigators on the case — who
spoke
together
publicly
for the first time before
a rapt audience of 250 at
the crash site — as part of

the Flight 93 anniversary
commemoration.
The event was held under
dramatically
cloud-filled
skies in a packed tent on the
site of the future visitors
center and museum complex
in Somerset County.
The agents recalled their
own experiences of 9/11,
starting the day in various
parts of the country at training events or meetings, and
thinking when they heard
that an aircraft had hit the
World Trade Center that it
was an accident.
As soon as the second
plane hit the World Trade
Center, the men said, they
realized the United States
was under terrorist attack
— their worst nightmare
had come true — and they
scrambled into action.
John Shea, former special
agent in charge of the Pittsburgh FBI office, remembers

the rapid mobilization of
the small army that worked
at the site — 1,000 people in
all — in the weeks after 9/11,
from the state troopers who
patrolled the perimeter on
horseback, sitting by campfires at night, to Red Cross
workers who provided support services.
He recalls being struck by
the enormity of the task and
the fear that this was the beginning of a longer war on
U.S. soil.
“What we didn’t know was,
is this a single-day event or
are we looking at other attacks on bridges and tunnels,
infrastructure elsewhere in
the country?” Shea said.
He said that as conspiracy
theories cropped up alleging
U.S. fighter jets had shot down
the plane, he consulted with
a National Transportation
Safety Board accident expert
about how best to respond.

Strike

Continued from Page 2
children Monday afternoon from a
strike contingency program that appeared to be sparsely attended.
Maria Garcia, who lives across the
street from the school, picked up her
11-year-old daughter Carla at 12:30 p.m.
She said she and her husband are both
unemployed.
During the strike, Garcia said, it’s
good she can be with her daughter. “I
understand both sides, they have their
right to strike,” Garcia said in Spanish, “but it’s a shame my daughter can’t
learn.”
Cynthia Gonzalez, a 19-year-old who
just graduated from high school, picked
up her niece and nephew after school.
Their mother works full time.
Daniel Diaz de Leon, 8, said he was
excited that he “got two hours on
computers.”
“But I was freezing!” he said, because
the air conditioning was on full blast.
Monica Diaz de Leon, 10, said her
half-day at school was “fun,” but she
still misses classes. “We don’t really
learn anything,” Monica said. “What’s
the point of going to school if you don’t
get to learn?”
At the Disney Magnet school on Chicago’s North Side, eighth-grade teacher
George Drase said 95 percent of the
teachers were picketing. “We’re in the
wrong spot. We shouldn’t be outside
walking back and forth. We should be
inside with the children.”
But the tremendous turnout among
veteran and young teachers shows the
level of solidarity, said Drase. “For
those who have been here 20 years, not
being in school is easier. But for the
younger teachers, it’s a lot harder. They
don’t know what to expect.”

Service

Continued from Page 2
junior and member of Alpha Chi Omega sorority, has
been backed by her fellow
students throughout the past
week.
“I think that the amount of
support that has built up has

HEATHER CHARLES/CHICAGO TRIBUNE/MCT

Parents walk past picketing teachers outside of Ray Elementary School in the Hyde Park
neighborhood of Chicago on Monday. Ray is one of the open schools for the displaced students.
To get some of the younger teachers
involved, he said, he had to break down
the numbers. “I sat down with them
last year and crunched the numbers. I
said what they were offering us, then,
was like working on Saturday for free.
They realized what that meant.”
While Disney, overlooking Lake Michigan,

been very impressive,” Harrell said. “I think that not
just Greeks, but I feel like the
student body in general has
been rallying around Elisabeth and her family.”
“I think that it shows that
it truly is a family here at
Marshall, and whenever
something happens to one of

Course

Continued from Page 1
Retton took the program her
freshman year and now helps with instruction as a graduate of the course.
The R.A.D. program is an eight-week
program and runs twice a semester.
The initial educational portion of the
class lasts two weeks and takes place
inside the Cam Henderson Center.
The final six weeks are taught in
Studio B inside the Marshall Recreation Center and focuses on teaching
students to fight off attacks in a reallife situation.
“The first part of class is the most
important. We go over a manual that
really opens your eyes, especially to
your surroundings,” Retton said.
The course concludes with individuals testing their knowledge alone
against three attackers simultaneously

MCCLATCHY NEWSPAPERS (MCT)
WASHINGTON — “Like”
the First Amendment?
Then prepare for a fight, as
courts and employers figure out whether a simple
click on Facebook deserves
free speech protection.
It’s 21st-century technology meets an 18th-century
Constitution, and the realworld implications are
starting to erupt.
In rural Mississippi, two
firefighters and a police
officer are serving 30-day
suspensions because they
hit “like” on a controversial Facebook post.
In Virginia, a sheriff ’s department employee said he
was fired for “liking” a page
sponsored by the sheriff ’s
political rival. One federal
appellate court already is
being asked to weigh in;
others surely will follow.
“As we continue to develop new media and new
means of expression, it is
important to ensure that
they are constitutionally
protected,” Rebecca Glenberg, a lawyer with the
American Civil Liberties
Union of Virginia, said in
an interview.
When users click “like”
on a Facebook post, their
names are displayed next
to the post. They’re also
visible to other users.
The Virginia-based 4th
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals is considering the
case of Hampton, Va.,
sheriff ’s department employees allegedly fired for
using Facebook and other
means to back their boss’s
rival. One employee communicated the support by
clicking “like.” Another
wrote a Facebook post.
A trial judge concluded last
April that “merely ‘liking’ a
Facebook page is insufficient
speech to merit constitutional protection.” He said it
wasn’t the kind of “substantive statement” that courts
traditionally have protected.
The subsequent appeal
is the first to consider
whether
a
Facebook

“like” falls under the First
Amendment,
Glenberg
said.
Underscoring the case’s
importance, the ACLU and
Facebook have filed separate
friend-of-the-court briefs urging free speech protections.
“I am not aware of
any other instances of
an employee being fired
for ‘liking’ something,”
Glenberg said. “There is,
however, a trend toward
employers monitoring employees’ social media use,
so the potential for this sort
of thing is certainly there.”
The potential for conflict
is so great, in part, because
social media are so omnipresent. In its 26-page
amicus brief, prepared by
attorney Aaron Panner,
Facebook — with 800 million users worldwide — says
that “over 3 billion likes and
comments” are posted daily.
In Columbus, Miss., for
instance, city officials suspended firefighters Damon
Estes and Erik Minga and
police Officer Lance Luckey
after the men “liked” a Facebook post by firefighter Brad
Alexander. Alexander had
written critically about the
whereabouts of a woman
whose 2-year-old child was
hit by a car.
Alexander subsequently
apologized and resigned.
As first reported by the
Columbus Dispatch newspaper, the Columbus City
Council then voted 4-3 on
Tuesday night to suspend
the three public safety
officers who’d “liked” Alexander’s posting.
“When you start talking
about social media, it’s a
new frontier,” Columbus
City Councilman Kabir
Karriem said Friday in a
telephone interview.

is one of the city’s better equipped schools,
teachers said they are fighting for schools
that don’t have as much.
“We have a lot more technology. We
have an underground parking garage.
We have air conditioning, but we’re doing this for every Chicago public school
that doesn’t have it,” Drase said.

us, I feel like everyone does
everything that they can to
try to get involved and try to
help them.,” Harrell said. “I
don’t know if it’s like that at
other colleges; I would suspect that it’s not. I think this
is something that is unique to
our school and it’s something
that I’m really proud of.”

in a simulated assault.
“My favorite part would be the physical part. We learned everything from
punches to weapon defense,” Retton
said, “The mock simulation was absolutely empowering. It was incredible.”
Ballou takes a great deal of pride
in watching students with little to no
experience learn how to rise to meet
a dangerous situation.
“The feedback that I get from the
women is that it’s realistic, it’s safe, and
it gives them the opportunity to show
their skills that they’ve learned in a way
that, if something does happen to them,
that’s how they’d react,” Ballou said.
The next eight-week course begins
October 17 and students are encouraged to register now. Sections are
available Mondays and Wednesdays,
3:00 to 4:15 and 4:30 to 5:45 each day.
Bishop Nash can be contacted at
nash24@marshall.edu.

By MICHAEL DOYLE

Donations can be sent to
“Spencer Family Fund” at
Cornerstone Bank, 150 East
Main Street, Salem, WV
26426. Make checks payable to “The Spencer Family
Fund.”
Marcus Constantino can
be contacted at constantino2@marshall.edu.

Open house

Continued from Page 1
Shaver said the open house will be a casual
event. Freshmen honors students who want to
attend the open house may stop by any time
during the four-hour time period. The open
house will include a tour of the Honors College, as well as an introduction to some of the
facilities available to honors students, including a private study area and a computer lab.
Shaver said HCSA wants students to understand that there are faculty members and
professors in the Honors College who are available to help them in academic situations. Their
hope is that freshmen honors students who attend the open house will feel a greater sense of
belonging as members of the Honors College.
“We want students to know that we are not
just a name,” Shaver said. “We are a network
of students who make education a priority.”
Suzann Al-Qawasmi can be contacted
at alqawasmi2@marshall.edu.
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MU housing department adds new member
By EVAN FOWLER

Lorenz is originally from
Connecticut, where she attended the University of
Connecticut and where she
said she discovered her passion for working with college
students in orientations,
seminars and Greek life.
“That’s where I got the student affairs bug. I realized I
wanted to work with college
students in helping them find
who they are and find their
passions.” Lorenz said.
Lornez went to Miami
University in Ohio for graduate school, where she also
worked in residence and
Greek life.
“My last position was
working in honors, where I
was an assistant director for
the honors program and had
many opportunities to develop faculty relationships.”
Lornez said.
Students will see Lorenz
attending larger programs on
campus. She will also contact
them each week for Marco’s
Academic Challenge, so they
will be viewing emails from
her regularly, encouraging
them to participate.
“What I’m also trying to
do is help get students connected and I’m happy to be
that starting point for them
if they are feeling lost.” Lorenz said. “I also want to
challenge students to take
something outside of their
comfort zone that would
push them to consider other

THE PARTHENON
Students have a new
contact in the Department of
Housing and Residence Life
staff at Marshall University.
Amy Lorenz is the new
assistant
director
for
academic initiatives and
programming in the HRL
department.
Lorenz will be overseeing
programming and is a primary source for contact in
assisting students with anything academic related in the
residence halls.
Her job responsibilities
include coordinating the living learning communities,
overseeing all academic
initiatives in the hall, recognizing academic achievement
and developing faculty relationships and programming
models.
“I am really passionate
about combining students in
class and out of class experiences,” Lorenz said. “For
me, this position allows me
to work with students in
helping to make their residence hall spaces a learning
environment so when they
go home from the end of the
day they are not just checking out, but they are truly
learning.”
Lornex said she believes
her experience in residence
life and academic advising
experience will help her promote student learning.

EVAN FOWLER | THE PARTHENON

Amy Lorenz will serve as a new contact for students in the Department of Housing and Residence Life.
options, whether it be a
class or club.”
Lorenz brings experience and perspectives to
her new position here at
Marshall.
Many coworkers and staff
in the HRL department enjoy
the attributes she brings to
the department.
“From day one of meeting
Amy, when she was interviewing for her position here at

Marshall, I found that she is
one of the most positive people
I know,” Sarah Lyon, a resident adviser who has worked
closely with Lorenz, said. “She
came in with an attitude of not
wanting to change everything,
but wanting to better the programming model not only for
the residents that attend, but
for the staff that put together
the programs. I am looking
forward to the ways she will

help the HRL department
grow in the future.”
Lornez said she isn’t sure
where her life will lead after
her time at Marshall.
“I would like to pursue
a doctorate in an EdD program or Ph.D. program within
higher education,” Lorenz
said. “ I’m not necessarily
sure what that next step is
professionally. One of my
passions is in developing first

year experiences so I could
see myself wanting to become
a director of first year experience, whether it be here or at a
different institution.”
Students can contact Amy
Lorenz at lorenza@marshall.
edu. Her office is located in
the Department of Housing
and Residence Life, located
in the back of Holderby Hall.
Evan Fowler can be contacted
at fowler68@marshall.edu.

John Legend to kick off Marshall Artists Series performances
By JO TROLLER

THE PARTHENON
Marshall
University’s
Campus Activities Board and
the Marshall Artists Series
aim to educate, entertain and
inspire the various student
populations
on
campus,
but before the shows begin
both programs have to make
several decisions.
The resources for Student
Activities and the Marshall
Artists Series are limited
based on several factors
including the prices of the
artists, who is currently
trending and who has been
in Huntington before.
“Huntington is a difficult place to book because
we don’t have an arena that
could hold a Nicki Minaj,
but we could hold a Cee-Lo
Green,” said Christina CaulJackson, CAB coordinator of
student involvement.
“Our
programs
are
based on who is relevant,”

Legend
Caul-Jackson said.
The student population
demographics and diversity
are another major factor that
CAB and the Marshall Artists Series have to consider
because they have to appeal
to students of all different
backgrounds.
A lot of students want music artists. “Music is hard to

sell because music doesn’t
reach all of the student
demographics as easily,”
Caul-Jackson said.
“We tend to try and have a
variety in shows to bring out
something for everyone,” said
Angela Jones, Marshall Artists
Series director of marketing
and external affairs. “Comedians normally sell the best
because they tend to appeal to
the most students.”
Due to the diversity of the
student population and the
overall Huntington demographic, the two groups have
to weigh which shows and
artists are currently touring and decide which ones
are going to be best for the
demographic.
However, even if a show
or an artist could appeal to
the Marshall and Huntington
communities, there is also the
issue of location and money
available for an event.
“You can have a $75,000

dollar budget for an artist
that is only $60,000, but if
the venue tacks on another
$20,000, then you probably
can’t afford them,” CaulJackson said.
She also said that there are
people who suggests artists
that are within the budget
range, but because of hidden
fees like venue cost, promotional costs and base line
fees, there is more than just
their asking price.
“Because John Legend has
an agreement with Yamaha,
we had to assess the extra
cost and make sure there was
a Yamaha piano there for him
to play on,” Caul-Jackson
said.
While these costs currently
affect what programs the two
groups can host, the student
input, turnouts, and programs
held ultimately decide what
can be put on in the future.
Jo Troller can be contacted
at Troller@marshall.edu.

Marshall Artists Series Fall 2012
An Evening with John Legend
Thursday, Sept. 20 at 8 p.m.
Titanic the Musical
Monday, Oct. 1 at 7:30
Skateistan
Thursday, Oct. 11 at 7 p.m.
International Film Festival
Oct. 12-17
Mountain Stage
Sunday, Nov. 4 at 7 p.m.
The Irish Tenors-Irish Holiday
Celebration
Monday, Dec. 3 at 7:30 p.m.

Famous Faces from West Virginia
Look for another famous face
from West Virginia next week.
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Brad Paisley, 39
Glen Dale, W. Va.

Country Music Performer
page designed and edited by NIKKI DOTSON | dotson76@marshall.edu

